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The two areas of science which are of special interest to this speaker have significant implications for the law.


In the field of digital technology, recent reviews have demonstrated not only the impact of information technology on the way law is delivered but also on the substance of law.


Recent issues that are presented by digital technology include:

· Implications for e-commerce.

· Consequences for legal liability, eg cybersmear (defamation on the Internet).

· Possibilities of censorship.

· Implications for individual privacy.

· Difficulties of ensuring security.

· Proof of signature in banking transactions and contracts.


In the field of biotechnology, many new and puzzling problems are being presented to the law.


These include:

· The consequences of the Human Genome Project for criminal liability in a legal system that attaches penal consequences to intended wrongful acts.

· Implications for individual privacy - should a person have the right to deny others access to his or her genomic information? Does that right extend to the family which may have an interest in such information?

· Rights of insurers and employers to have access to genomic information.

· Intellectual property law protections for genomic developments.


As the Human Genome Project is fast moving towards its completion, significant questions are presented to law and society. As these are questions which affect the entire human species, will it be possible to develop international mechanisms to respond effectively on behalf of the species?


The author will draw on his experience in the OECD Expert Groups on Privacy and Data Security and in the International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO to answer these last important questions.


Justice Kirby's contributions will range widely because of his long experience in international agencies. If you are not interested in these questions, take a long lunch.
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