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GUIDING PRINCIPLES


In considering possible future program items relevant to the mission of the Kinsey Institute, regard should, I think, be paid to:

(1)
Maintaining the "revolutionary" originality of Dr Kinsey's research which had such a significant impact upon scientific, social, political and legal attitudes to sexual behaviour, wherever the research became known;

(2)
Stimulating the research of others, by reference to well-targeted and original research projects which continue to be seen as world leaders in their field, just as Dr Kinsey's research was;

(3)
Addressing some of the truly difficult (and therefore highly controversial) issues presented by the study of sex, notwithstanding the fact that this may upset some people.  From the outset, Dr Kinsey's research was upsetting to the orthodox.  There is no reason for the Institute to let up now and every reason for it not to do so.

(4)
Extending the focus of the Institute from the sexual and reproduction issues of developed Western countries, such as United States, Europe and Australasia into issues concerned with sex and reproduction that arise in developing countries where religious, social and other impediments to scientific truth may be as strong today, or even stronger, than was the case in the United States when Dr Kinsey began his work;

(5)
Responding to entirely new problems where issues of sex have a highly significant role to play, eg the HIV/AIDS pandemic;  and

(6)
Responding to new issues of reproduction where questions pertinent to sexual reproduction have to be studied, eg reproductive human cloning.

APPLICATION


I would suggest that some of the following topics may deserve attention, within funding available to the Institute and other priorities, in the following areas:

(1)
Underage sexual conduct:  Anyone who looks at the law reports of developed countries will see the huge increase in the number of prosecutions and convictions concerned with underaged sexual conduct.  Until recently, this tended to be a topic that was ignored, or papered over, by society and the law.  Now, it is coming to increasing notice.  The cases appear to indicate much more widespread sexual activity at earlier ages than was previously believed to be the case.  The law tends to respond stringently in order to protect minors, to uphold their fundamental dignity and rights and to reinforce recognition of their inability to give informed consent to sexual conduct before the age of sexual and emotional maturity.


Most such cases coming before courts concern inter-familial sexual conduct, particularly in relations between stepfathers and stepdaughters in the serial parental sexual relationships established in the place of previous marriage arrangements.  However, there are other cases of misuse of power relationships, eg by priests, teachers, etc.


There is insufficient behavioural attention addressed to the circumstances in which such offences occur, the actual harm that is done to the complainant and the perpetrator, the best way of preventing such conduct or its repetition and the appropriate responses having regard to the foregoing.  The punitive model is often rather ineffective either as a deterrent or for individual redress.


Investigating underaged sexual conduct would involve research upon the cohort of convicted offenders and, with their consent, complainants, their families and victim associations.  The research might be unpopular and controversial.  But this is inherent in pathbreaking work in this sphere.  The extent to which the "sexual revolution" has led to the earlier commencement of sexual activity with other underaged persons and with adults, than in previous generations could be monitored to examine some of the assumptions upon which rest many societal and legal responses to underage sexual conduct.  If the Kinsey Institute were looking today for the contemporary equivalent to the opening up of the examination of male and female sexuality with which its founder pioneered his work, the contemporary equivalent would probably be paedophilia in its various manifestations.

(2)
Cyberspace sex:  The growth of sex by telecommunications and depersonalization of sexual behaviour through use of 'phone sex', Internet sex, video sex stimulation and the like might be explored including the study of where this development is likely to be heading, the positive and negative consequences for sexual behaviour and the implications for human relationships and sexual satisfaction generally.  This is a new phenomenon and deserves objective empirical study.
(3)
Non-developed world sex:  Much research on sexual behaviour has concentrated on developed countries.  However, there is a vast area awaiting examination in developing countries where religious, familial, societal and other norms will often be different.  Some of these subjects will be examined in the 6th International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (Melbourne 5-10 October 2001).  It would be desirable, if possible, for a member of the staff of the Institute to be present at that conference.  The situation of gender inequality and female repression in many developing countries would be a rich field for objective exploration, not only to reveal inequalities but to explore the extent to which these are more or less significant in reality.  The examination of the role of commercial sex work, sex tourism and HIV/AIDS education could be extremely timely and beneficial.  My recent experience in India, Malaysia and Cambodia teach me the very severe difficulties in approaching the candid and honest discussion of sexuality in Asia that is now often possible in Western countries, thanks in part to the work of the Kinsey Institute.
(4)
HIV/AIDS epidemic:  Twenty years into the HIV/AIDS pandemic, there is still a great, even growing, field of research to be conducted in relation to the implications of the spread of HIV for human sexual behaviour.  Topics deserving of specific attention include:

· Research evidence showing a trend towards a return to unprotected sexual conduct and the factors causing that trend (especially amongst young homosexual men, African Americans and Hispanics and other minorities);

· The recent report on increased HIV incidence amongst older persons, said to be linked to changing sexual patterns including female and male hormonal treatment and use of Viagra;

· Patterns of sexual conduct by people who are, and know they are, HIV positive; and

· Patterns of sexual conduct in specially vulnerable regions eg Sub-Saharan Africa, India, South China etc.


There are many research bodies working in the field of sex and HIV/AIDS.  The Institute should consider any ways in which it could contribute a "value added" component of empirical research in this field that would maintain the high standing and reputation of the Kinsey Institute in relation to a global predicament where path-breaking research is of crucial and practical significance.

(5)
Reproduction:  cloning:  National lawmakers and international bodies (such as the UNESCO Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights) have jumped on the bandwagon of prohibiting reproductive cloning.  In many countries, even research in that direction is now legally prohibited.  In the Universal Declaration, reproductive cloning is included amongst activities categorized as incompatible with "human dignity".  There were similar objections at an earlier stage of earlier advances in reproduction technology eg artificial insemination husband; artificial insemination donor; and in vitro fertilisation.


It is not self-evident that reproductive cloning is in every case incompatible with human dignity (assuming, that is, that it is scientifically feasible in the human).  It may be that this is a field in which research into attitudes, possibilities and needs could be conducted to add a slightly different voice to the bandwagon that politicians, churches and others have set in train to respond to the often sensationalized media reports about the possibilities of reproductive human cloning.  This is certainly at the cutting edge of current technological capacities and would be an area in which the Institute could make a real contribution.  A starting place for research might be amongst those who have already undergone IVF treatment without success and are looking for other ways in which to secure genetically related progeny.

(6)
Minority sexualities:  There is no doubt that the early work of Dr Kinsey contributed greatly to the revolution in thinking that has led to greater understanding of homosexuality, bisexuality and other minority sexual orientations.  It could be timely to explore the current position of sexual minorities.  One issue that may deserve consideration is whether, when legal, societal and personal inhibitions about expressing minority sexual orientation are removed or reduced (and even some religious opposition is receding) there is a trend towards most widespread manifestation of such behaviour or whether the growing understanding of the variety of sexual behaviour has left the incidence of such behaviour substantially unchanged.  Perhaps it is time for the Institute to correct Dr Kinsey's estimate of a 10% cohort of adult males identifying as homosexual.  (The true figure is probably close to 2%).
CONCLUSIONS


It is my hope that, during the forthcoming meeting, I will get to know better the areas upon which the Institute is presently working; the strengths and research interests of its current personnel; the scope of its budget; and its potential to continue the path-breaking work for which the Kinsey Institute is world famous.


My intuitive feeling is that the Institute should continue to be:

· Bold, challenging and founded in empirical data and the best possible behavioural research;

· Capable of responding to completely new dimensions of the sexual paradigm presented by new developments and technology; and

· Willing to branch out from attention to the sexual behaviour of people in developed countries to focus more on the situation in developing countries where there is often appalling ignorance and resistance to unveiling the truth about sexual desires and behaviour.
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