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I regret that my judicial duties make it impossible for me to join the participants in the conference on suicide prevention.  But to all of those attending I send a message of support and friendship.


We all know the toll that suicide takes upon families and individuals in Australia and the world.  But I am sure that every participant would agree that the chief focus of concern must be upon those who are driven to such a sense of pain, fear and helplessness as to stamp out the one precious and irretrievable feature of existence:  life as a conscious, thinking and feeling being.  the voluntary termination of one's own life may, in some rare and extreme cases, be a rational decision in the circumstances.  But this is not the face of suicide in Australia today.  All too often suicide is the well of despair from which there is escape and hope if only they can be reached.


We can travel to the edges of Space.  We can crack the atom.  We can explore the inner workings of DNA.  We can love music and poetry.  And yet we cannot prevent war, poverty, depression and suicide.


Every alert Australian knows that suicide is a large issue in this country.  Youth suicide (and particular amongst young males) is an acute problem in our much blessed land.  Why should this be so?.  The earlier efforts of the churches and of the law to discourage suicide were only ever partly successful.  The threat of burial in unconsecrated ground, typically at the crossroads, carries no fears for most Australians today.  So we must obviously tackle suicide by tackling its causes.  Here there is plenty for all of us to do and it cannot be left to government.  The key lies in the lesson taught by all of the world's religions and philosophies:  to love one another and to express love in an inclusive way with nobody excepted and by practical efforts, not mere words like these.


Every human, with the spark of life, is utterly unique.  I extend my thoughts to those who have lost others through suicide.  I extend admiration to those who work on prevention, counselling, caring and support.  Truly, this is noble work.  It deserves the approbation of all citizens.
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