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1.
What are the best/worst aspects of being an HC judge?


The best is that you are at the top of your profession.   You have a chance to influence the shape of the law - by interpreting the Constitution, construing statutes and developing the common law.  You also have the chance to help ensure that justice is done wherever that is possible and that the law remains in harmony with contemporary notions of justice.


The worst aspects are the unrelenting toil; the long hours of concentration; the little time left for fun and milkshakes.  This is not a job for the faint-hearted.  Differences of opinion can sometimes be draining.  Being in dissent is not as good as being in the majority.  I sometimes feel that my life would have been easier had I been appointed to the High Court during Chief Justice Mason's time.

2.
Can you describe your typical workday?


I walk to the Court at 6 a.m.  I continue reading the papers for the case of the day.  I sit in Court and ask a lot of questions.  I generally have lunch with a visiting academic or judge.  After the afternoon sitting, there is usually a meeting of the judges to discuss preliminary thinking in the case.  There are often committee meetings, university functions and social events.  I take a full load of all of these.  Reading and thinking take up most of my time.

3.
In 100 years time, what would you most like to be remembered for?


It would not be for an attack on me in the Senate.  It would be for my opinions on the law.  For my insistence on equality before the law.  For my dislike of discrimination which I have tasted in my own life.  For my support for true justice in the law, not simply pale reflections of what English judges in earlier centuries thought justice meant.  For my perception of international law, particularly of human rights, as a legitimate influence on Australian law.  For my interest in the aspirations of young lawyers and my encouragement to them to remain idealistic and optimistic.  Law is, at its heart, a moral vocation.

4.
What is your favour memory from being at Law School?


Working in 1962 with Professor Julius Stone on the update of his book on jurisprudence.  Getting elected to the Student Law Society and then the University SRC and Union.  The good friends I made, some of whom have remained stalwart colleagues through life.  The commitment I then expressed, and continue to express, that we in Australia can build a better country at home and contribute to a better world.  The President of the NSW Law Society once described me as a "misty-eyed dreamer".  He meant this to be an insult.  I regarded it as a compliment.

5.
What are your hobbies and other non-law related interests?

Music.  Reading history.  Photography.  Talking with my partner who is a constant stimulation and who brings me down to earth.

6.
What is the best piece of advise that anyone has ever given you?  

My parents taught me from the cradle to love my family and other people and always to forgive people who did wrong to me.  This was good advice.  It is morally desirable.  And it makes one's enemies as mad as hell.

7.
If you had to choose a career outside law, what would it be?


Professor of Modern History.  I came first in the State of NSW in Modern History at Fort Street High.  I nearly chose that path.

8.
If you were a university lecturer, what subject would you choose to teach?

History - it would be something to do with globalism and the impact of science on history.

9.
What is the most positive aspect of our current legal system?


That the judges are independent.  Good or bad, in this country, you get their true opinions and they are not corrupted.  That is not true in most countries of the world.  It is true in Australia and we must safeguard this great strength.

10.
If you were a university student at Macquarie would you run for a position on the Student Law Society?

I certainly would.  I did so at Sydney University (then the only Law School) in the 1960s.  It led on to a juggernaut of student politics.  It opened up opportunities.  It helped me to do good things and to express myself.  Come to think of it, I would like the application forms.  I will probably run for the Student Law Society at Macquarie next year!
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