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His Excellency Christopher G Weeramantry, until recently a judge and later Vice President of the International Court of Justice, has received the rare honour for a non-citizen, of appointment to the Order of Australia.  On 28 November 2003 it was announced by the Governor-General of Australia that Judge Weeramantry had been appointed an honorary  Member in the General Division of the Order.


Judge Weeramantry was born in 1926 and educated in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka).  He practised at the Bar of that country.  In 1967 he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of Ceylon.  He held that office until 1972.  In that year he resigned his judicial post and came to Australia to take up appointment in Monash University, Melbourne as the Sir Hayden Starke Professor of Law.  He was admitted to the Victorian Bar in 1972.  Since 1972 he has spent a large part of his life in Australia contributing greatly to legal education, publishing widely in matters of legal, philosophical and general concern and participating fully in Australia's intellectual life.


Judge Weeramantry's election as a Judge of the International Court of Justice occurred in 1991.  He was elected Vice President of the Court during his service.  He retired at the completion of his term in 2000.  He has since continued his service on the International Court as an ad hoc judge.


Judge Weeramantry's writings extend to the broadest possible range but with an emphasis in recent years upon international law, technology and the law and matters of religion and spiritual belief shared by the world's great faiths.  His book on the dispute between Australia and Nauru over Australia's Trusteeship was reviewed in this Journal:  (1992) 66 ALJR 762.  His recent book on the Lord's Prayer was also reviewed:  (1999) 73 ALJ 917.


Amongst his many international activities, since 2000 Judge Weeramantry has served as chairman of an ad hoc group of judges from many countries preparing a statement of principles concerning judicial integrity.  This group was inaugurated under the auspices of the Global Programme Against Corruption established by the United Nations Office in Vienna.  More recently it has involved the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.


Many Australian lawyers, including his many students at Monash University, those interested in the large developments of international law during his professional lifetime to which he contributed so notably during his service on the International Court and others who appreciate his vigour in scholarship, publishing and contribution to debate and dialogue will welcome the Australian honour conferred on Judge Weeramantry.  They will also acknowledge the contributions which his wife, Rosemary, has made to Australia during the decades that the Weeramantry family has lived here.
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