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Between 1993 and 1996 I served as the first Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations for Human Rights in Cambodia.  


My office had been established under the Paris Peace Accords which brought peace to Cambodia after two decades of revolution, war, genocide, invasion, lawlessness.  


I spoke to the leaders of Cambodia about the great wrongs of the Khmer Rouge period.  I urged the establishment of an independent tribunal to investigate and prosecute the surviving leaders of the horrific regime that produced the most intense genocide of the twentieth century.  The leaders of the new government seemed discouraged.  They recognised the fragility of their country.  One of them told me "It is too painful to forget.  But too recent to revive the memories".  I called on the representatives of the Khmer Rouge in the precincts of the Royal Palace in Phnom Penh to confront him over human rights abuses.  In the dark of night, I presented my card.  The representative declined to meet me.


Now, a process is to be undertaken to put on trial those Khmer Rouge leaders who still live.  The tribunal will not be entirely international.  It will be made up of Cambodian and foreign judges.  The world will be watching closely the integrity, transparency and justice of this tribunal.


Oni Vitandham can tell the story from first hand experience.  She is an eloquent, incisive and determined witness to the great wrongs done to her family and people.  However, she is not vindictive.  She simply wants the past uncovered so that reconciliation and rehabilitation can be achieved on the basis of truth.  I admire her dedication.  I agree with her judgment that without disclosure of past wrongs there can be no closure of continuing pain.
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