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Ombudsman G E P Brouwer


The first Secretary and Director of Research of the Australian Law Reform Commission, Mr George Brouwer, has been appointed Ombudsman for Victoria.  Mr Brouwer brings to that office a lifetime's experience in public administration and law. 


Born in 1941, George Eugene Pascal Brouwer was educated by the Jesuits in the Netherlands and at Xavier College in Melbourne.  He graduated with Honours Degrees in Arts and Law at Melbourne University and continued his legal studies at the Australian National University.  Between 1967 and 1982 he served in the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet in Canberra.  He was head of the Cabinet branch between 1973 and 1976 during both the Whitlam and Fraser governments.


The establishment of the ALRC in February 1975 opened an opportunity for George Brouwer to use to great advantage his experience in legal policy and public administration as well as his training in the law.  As the first Secretary and Director of Research he had the task of establishing the research unit of the Commission.  He helped create the research structure and methodology of the ALRC and participated in the appointment of the first law reform officers.  Most of these have gone on to become judges, senior counsel, university professors and public administrators.  George Brouwer had an outstanding legal mind with a greater inclination than was usual in the common law to search for concepts and principles.  But he also understood the machinery of Australian government and the limitations of the achievable.  He helped create the happy combination of principled law reform research and practical utility which has been a feature of the ALRC's work since its establishment.  He worked closely with successive Commissioners of the ALRC until his retirement from the post of Secretary in 1981.  He then took up an assignment as Secretary of the Defence Review Committee (1981-82).  He was appointed in 1982 as Head of the Premier's Department in Victoria.  This appointment was made by Mr John Cain, Premier of Victoria.  Mr Cain had met Mr Brouwer when serving as a part-time Commissioner of the ALRC.


George Brouwer's service in the Victorian public sector included an appointment as Victoria's trade representative in Germany.  His appointment to the office of Ombudsman will make available to that important position his high intelligence, long training, integrity and experience. 


Mr Brouwer is married.  He and his wife Patricia have three sons.  Over the years, he has retained his links with ALRC colleagues from the creative early days of the Commission.
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