ALBION STREET CAMPUS

FUNCTION FOR THE NAMING OF THE MICHAEL KIRBY THEATRE

Albion St Centre. July 28, 2004

Professor Julian Gold MD*
Justice Kirby / Johan / Chris / Colleagues.

It is a great pleasure and a particular honour for the Albion Street Campus members to welcome you all here this evening for the purpose of naming this teaching facility in honour of Justice Michael Kirby.

The reason I call this a campus, rather than just the Albion Street Clinic is because this facility presents a unique confluence of government and community based services.

 In these buildings we provide clinical care on a daily basis to some 1500 to 2000 patients and also house collaborative and interactive range of services as well as undertaking internationally recognised and supported research. Our colleagues here include; The Hepatitis C Council of NSW, The Australasian Society for HIV Medicine,  NSW Users and AIDS Association, Workforce Development Program.  I mention these groups because this teaching facility is used by all of them and many others who provide care and support not only to those in the mainstream of society, but also for people who feel uncomfortable about accessing care because they still fear stigma and discrimination or even legal repercussions and are even hesitant and suspicious of giving their correct names.  

This facility may be seen to be a microcosm of all the things that Justice Kirby has championed over the decades.  He has been involved in human rights and the use of law to protect the oppressed.  As Justice Kirby said in a lecture in Mumbai some years ago, “Judges are members of their communities.  They give a lead to community discussion of HIV/AIDS, its causes, and the behavioural modifications that are necessary to arrest the spread of the epidemic.” He went on the say “Judges cannot be interested in everything”.

I would like to take a just moment to reflect on this last statement, and to observe how gratifyingly different Justice Kirby is from much of the rest of society. I actually cannot imagine, from his published works what it is that Justice Kirby is not interested in – perhaps it’s sport, although he did of course officially open the Gay Games when they were held in Sydney – so he must have some sporting interests after all !

We seem to live in a world where many can be described as pathologically busy:  I define this as being too busy to answer phone calls, letters, and emails; too busy to do almost anything except attend meetings; in fact too busy to produce any worthwhile outcomes.

In this world the greatest achievement is to go through the day or the year and to not be blamed for something by your boss or by the politician who happens to be on stage at that particular moment.  The way to achieve this blame free career is to keep your head down, don’t be noticed, acquiesce, agree, whatever it takes.

Fortunately, Justice Michael Kirby is the antithesis of this new social norm.  When I started to consider what I would say tonight, the first thing I did was to try and remember some entertaining little anecdote of my early meetings with Justice Kirby when I would brief him on the emerging HIV/AIDS epidemic in Sydney and seek his counsel on matters of distributing clean needles and syringes and providing anonymous HIV testing – all contrary to the prevailing political dictum, but embraced by any advocate for human rights and proponents or practitioners of evidence-based health care.

 Alas my advancing years have snuffed out any memory so I had to rely on the internet and, as they say, googled Justice Kirby.  The result is staggering; almost overwhelming that one person can be so prolific, so influential and broad-ranging. In fact, it appears that in a very unjudgelike way, Justice Kirby has an interest in most things that affect humanity and relationships between each other.  It would take me hours to list Justice Kirby’s significant achievements both in Australia and Internationally.  Suffice to say he is Australia’s most respected legal and human rights advocate.

Justice Kirby was born in the building across the street.  In the spot where you are standing may have been the resident or intern who delivered Justice Kirby some years ago, I’ve forgotten exactly how many years that is. I’m sure that the late Professor Derek Llewellyn-Jones whose teaching block this was and who was also a great champion of women’s rights, would agree with our choice to name this teaching complex in honour of Justice Kirby.

Before I hand the lectern to Justice Kirby I feel it is essential that we all recognise that achievement is rarely something that happens alone and unaided and that partnerships enhance and nurture excellence. In your case Michael your partner Johan has always been a source of support, encouragement and stability. Johan has been involved with the Albion St Centre for many years as a volunteer in our Ankali Project. For those of you who are not familiar with Ankali, it is an Aboriginal word meaning friend. Our Ankalis, including Johan, are matched with someone with AIDS and they become their friend. Many people living with HIV and AIDS see their Ankali as one of the most important friends they have.

It is now my pleasure, on behalf of you all to invite Justice Kirby to share a few thoughts with a group of his friends and long-time admirers.  

* 	Director of the Albion Street Centre, Sydney; Director, Centre for the Advancement of International Health, University of Wollongong.





