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LAW CAREERS GUIDE


My family had no connections with the law.  Although I had top marks at school and University, I found it hard to get my first job in the law - as an articled clerk.  In those days (even more than now) jobs depended on the old boys network.  And I mean old boys.  As Mary Gaudron was to find, women did not need apply.


I was knocked back by most of the big firms.  After the passage of forty years, I have forgiven them.  At least I think so.  But it explains why I am the only Justice of the High Court of Australia to advertise for my Associates.  I am committed to equal opportunity in all things.


Eventually, I found articles in a small firm swamped with litigation.  I then put into practice the lesson taught in Peter Weir's film Dead Poet's Society.  Believe in yourself.  Carpe Diem!  Seize the day.  Grasp opportunities.  And then work your butt off to show that you are better than anyone else.  But don't forget your ideals.  Give some time to voluntary work and to civil society.  Strangely enough, this helps to make you a better lawyer.  Networking is not only about making more money.


Wherever your career may lead you, remember that law is not an ordinary job.  It is a profession committed to justice.  We cannot always deliver justice in the law in Australia.  But we should certainly try, as far as the law permits.


Good luck in your careers.  Make a difference.  Carpe Diem!

The Hon Justice Michael Kirby AC CMG

Justice of the High Court of Australia.
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