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DEFINING MOMENTS IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY PROJECT
PURPOSES
The purposes of the project are:
(1)
To establish a museum facility in Commonwealth Place, Canberra, focussed specifically on the most important ("defining") moments in Australian history; 

(2)
To promote community discussion, media coverage and ongoing national reflection on what are the "Defining Moments" in Australia's history and why they are important to Australians;

(3)
To create a website and electronic outreach to people in Australia and beyond (especially school-children) to promote knowledge of, reflection  upon, and pride in, Australian history; and
(4)
To encourage the involvement of Australia's leading historians in the museum and website and in the activities of the National Museum of Australia (NMA) and the National Capital Authority (NCA) and to afford a focus on these themes within the national capital.
DEFINING MOMENTS
Discussion of "Defining Moments" (particularly the identification and explanation of100 such Moments) will promote lively debate and fresh enthusiasm for Australian history.  The Defining Moments Committee has emphasised the importance of reflecting historical moments of significance to indigenous Australians and others; moments of significance to different parts of Australia; and moments relevant to sport, the economy, national defence, politics, law and culture.  The Committee is presently taking the advice of NMA on its proposed list.  Some historical events will appear on any list.  Others may be accepted for a time and later replaced.  Engaging Australians in discussion about the topic will, it is hoped, stimulate ongoing reflection on the nation's history.

HISTORY
The idea arose out of discussions in 2001-2 between Mr Michael Ball AM (with a long association with the National Trust (NSW) and more recently a member of the NCA) and Justice Michael Kirby (of the High Court of Australia).  Initially, Professor Geoffrey Blainey AC became involved in the evolution of the project.  He is now a consultant.  Subsequently, in 2002, a Committee was established to explore the idea.  More recently, the Committee has been expanded to include persons nominated by NCA and NMA.

THE OPTIONS
The options considered by the Defining Moments Committee were:

(1)
Exploration of provision of a stand-alone facility by NCA alone;

(2)
Launch of the proposed facility with private funding; or

(3)
Establishment of the facility as a joint project of NCA and NMA, advised by a Joint Advisory Committee, appointed by the two statutory authorities, including members who have previously served on the Defining Moments Committee and chaired by Justice Kirby.

Option 3 has proved the most likely and logical especially as NCA has enthusiastically endorsed the idea and undertaken to make available the facility in Commonwealth Place, on Lake Burley Griffin, temporarily occupied by the National Portrait Gallery (NPG).  When the NPG moves to its new building, NCA has committed that facility to the Defining Moments Project.  It is anticipated that it will become available in about 2007-8.  The facility is ideally placed for visitors to Canberra, and particularly schoolchildren, on the route taking in the National Library, the National Science and Technology Centre, the High Court and the National Gallery.  The prospect has also received the support of the Hon Tony Staley, Chairman of the Council of the NMA.  Mr Craddock Morton, Director, NMA is a member of the Defining Moments Committee.  The Council of NMA is considering the terms of its support.
CONSULTATION WITH HISTORIANS
Over the past three years, the Defining Moments Committee has been engaged in a most intensive consultation with leading Australian historians (including Professors Blainey AC, Geoffrey Bolton AO (Murdoch), Graeme Davison (Monash), Anne Curthoys (ANU) and Dr Raelene Frances (UNSW).  Professor Marilyn Lake (La Trobe) joined the Committee—which already included Dr David Headon, Cultural Advisor to the NCA.  There was extensive consultation with relevant Canberra institutions (National War Memorial, Archives, NPG, NGA, etc) as well as with NMA and NCA.  Interested bodies, such as the Australian Historical Association (Professor Ros Pesman) have also expressed their pleasure and offered cooperation with the project.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
With the assistance of Mr Danny Gilbert, solicitor of Gilbert and Tobin, Sydney, an Australian Trademark has been secured to protect the intellectual property in the "100 Defining Moments" concept.  Further intellectual property protection is being secured.  This property is held by Mr Michael Ball as trustee for the proposed project.  It will be assigned, as appropriate, when the final institutional arrangements for funding and organisation are in place.

FUNDING
There will be some funding implications for the project.  However, if option 3 above is agreed, a joint project between NCA and NMA, cost implications will be contained.  In fact, the proposal will be a "win-win" one.  NCA will secure a lively history-based museum and website initiated in Canberra.  NMA will secure a presence, specifically for Australian history purposes, in Commonwealth Place.  The Defining Moments Committee will secure realisation of its history-focussed objective.  Australia will secure a heightened interest in history, with a facility which is well situated and professionally supported and curated.  Cost implications will arise from the ongoing need to provide skilled staff to maintain the proposed physical presence in Commonwealth Place and the website historical outreach.

LAUNCH
At an appropriate time in 2006, it is hoped to arrange a launch of the project (possibly at NMA).  It may be hoped that the Prime Minister would lend his support for such a launch, if the suitable joint arrangements are then in place.
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