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Three recent "stand-out" books that I can recommend are:

John Hooper, The New Spaniards, Penguin Books, 2006, rrp $19.95):  This is a completely rewritten version of a book first published twenty years ago.  It shows how a remarkable people have been able to reinvent themselves relatively quickly and to cast off old habits that had become part of their national stereotype.  


Here is an up to date book on one of the most fascinating and influential people on earth.  Australian readers will ask:  could these things happen for us?  Hooper shows that no country is imprisoned forever in its stereotype.


Clive James, Cultural Amnesia - Notes in the Margin of my Time, Picador 2007 $AUD49.95;  This is a big book with a hundred diverse essays on leading cultural figures of the twentieth century.  It offers quirky, insightful, irritating and witty comments on the great, good and bad and does so in a style we have come to love and hate from the author's television programmes.  Hitler, Goebbels, Stalin and Mao Zedong are singled out for rough treatment.  Clive James says a lot.  The beauty of his book lies in its short chapters on well-known and little-known characters.  His turn of phrase is thrilling - especially when it is annoying.  He sets the pulse and the brain racing.


Anna Politkovskaya, A Russian Diary, Harvill Secker, 2007, rrp $AUD35.00.  The author of this book was a brave Russian journalist who was murdered in 2006.  She had kept a diary for 2003-2005.  This is her unflinching record of corruption and cynicism in her homeland, Russia.  She is specially critical of government and the new oligarchs.  The book is a searing text about the misuse of power and how the human spirit can still fight against wrongs.
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