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The Hon Mr Justice Ross Cranston

Australian born and educated, Ross Cranston has been appointed a judge of the Queen's Bench Division in England.  He is the first Australian since Lord Atkin, also a Queenslander, to be appointed to the English judiciary.  He is 59 years of age.


An earlier note on Mr Justice Cranston's career appeared in (1986) 60 ALJ 249 at the time he left his post as Reader at the Australian National University to become Lubbock Professor of Banking Law at the University of London at the behest of Professor Sir Roy Goode.  At the time of that note the editor of this Journal commented that it was difficult to "understand why no Australian university law school has seen fit to appoint him … to a Chair of Law".  It was suggested that Australia had lost "one of the most brilliant of the younger generation of Australian academic legal scholars".


Australia's loss was to prove Britain's gain.  Mr Justice Cranston was educated at the University of Queensland where he took first class honours and university medals in history and political science and law.  He obtained the LLM from Harvard Law School where he was Fulbright and Knox Scholar and the DPhil and DCL from Oxford University where he was a Commonwealth Scholar.  He was called to the Bar by Gray’s Inn in 1976.

In his academic life he was elected President of the Society of Public Teachers of Law (now the Society of Legal Scholars), a Fellow of the British Academy and he served on the Legal Advisory Council of the National Consumer Council of the United Kingdom.  His interest in politics was sparked in Australia by listening, as a boy, to ABC parliamentary broadcasts.  He was elected a member of the House of Commons in 1997 in the interests of the British Labour Party.


He took silk in 1998 and between that year and 2001 he served as Solicitor-General of England and Wales.  He also served on many parliamentary select committees.  As Solicitor-General, he argued many important cases before the House of Lords including R v Secretary of State for Transport; Ex Parte Factortame Ltd [2000] 1 AC 524, and took an active part in Bar Council affairs.

In 2005 he ended the political phase of his life and took up the post of Centennial Professor of Law at the London School of Economics and Political Science.  He combined that position with practice at the Bar and with international consultancies for the European Commission in respect of reform of the Turkish and Bulgarian judiciaries.


Mr Justice Cranston is one of the first judges appointed to the English judiciary through the new procedures involving the Judicial Appointments Commission.  He was welcomed to the Bench in London by the Chairman of the Bar, Geoffrey Vos QC, with the words: “It is hard to imagine a more well-deserved and appropriate appointment”.  He will bring to the judicial seat his enormous intellectual gifts, his wide scholarly interests, his experience in government and public affairs and a strong practical streak that has never left him since his early years in Australia.
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