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1.
Change in law:  Australian law has changed a lot since I was at Law School.  After all, in those days we still had horrible laws against Aboriginals, Asian Australians, gays, women and just about everyone else, except white, straight men.  I have moved with the change.  Not everyone has.  Your generation needs to ask:  what are the injustices we do not see today that we will be lamenting at the end of our careers?
2.
Choice of law:  I did not like the idea of cutting up rats (so medicine was out).  Maths was not my strong point (exit nuclear or rocket science).  Not enough patience or piety (out goes teaching and religion).  So what was left?  Law.
3.
Reading quota:  Three hundred pages a day is a serious under-statement.  At my end of the spectrum, I have to read thousands of pages.  Law requires discipline and focus.  Fortunately I was born with good concentration.

4.
Anxiety in law:  Depression is more common in life than we used to think.  We should take it seriously and be understanding of the fact that not everyone can react to stress as well as others can.  It is true that many lawyers are ambitious.  But law is often a profession for lone rangers - especially at the Bar.  The human animal tends to be gregarious.  Hence the potential conflict of work and feelings.

5.
Basis of law:  Law School taught me the importance of asking the big questions.  Where did this law come from and when?  Is it just?  What is this profession on about?  I was blessed with fine teachers, including Professor Julius Stone.  UTS has, to my knowledge, excellent teachers.  Make the most of your time at Law school.  Do at least one extra curricular activity.
6.
Good experiences:  My best experience whilst studying law was coming under the wing of Julius Stone; to help him in his own research; and to get elected to the Law Students' Society and then to go on to be President of the University SRC.  That unleashed a juggernaut of student politics.

7.
Wisdom cues:  The greatest wisdom is to find love in family, partner and friends.  And not to be embarrassed to acknowledge this, as most Anglo-Saxons are.

8.
Strengths and weaknesses:  Yes, law does frustrate me sometimes - especially when others do not see solutions that seem so clear to me.  But law is a constant struggle of ideas.  At least in Australia, law and courts uncorrupted and we all get the transparent opinions of the courts which we can criticise if we choose.

9.
Inspiring things:   The fact that law can change and improve itself is inspiring.  As is the fact that lawyers can play a part in this.  An uncritical lawyer is a contradiction in terms.

10.
Value of law:  Law gives protection against uncontrolled power, by money, guns, violence and brute force.  We are lucky to live in a country with the rule of law.  But we must safeguard our type of law from erosion and uphold judicial independence when it is under attack as a protection for everyone.

11.
Hardest moments:  My hardest moments come every day.  The problems that get to the High Court are, by definition, not easy.  Yet for every problem there is a solution and the challenge is to find it and explain it.
12.
Qualities to admire:  A good lawyer is disciplined, effective in time management, loyal and hardworking for clients, courteous to opponents and others who come into contact with us.  A good judge is not formalistic.  He or she is always concerned about the justice of the case.

13.
Best times:  My best moments in student politics were times of friendship with fine students who went on to become leaders in our nation.  Basically, they were a bunch of respectable trouble-makers.  Boy, how respectable we all became.  Criticism, including self-criticism, was part of the gig.  Keeping an open mind and learning from life's experience is important for progress, including one's own.  

14.
Appreciation society:  I am not the longest serving High Court Justice in history.  That prize goes to Sir Edward McTiernan.  But I am the longest serving present judge in Australia.  I am shocked that my appreciation society has only 2738 members.  Today's law students must be a lot of slackers.  In my day, we all admired and loved Lord (Tom) Denning.  He too was friendly and kind.  He too was not complacent but challenged us to see law as a noble discipline striving for just outcomes.  He too had faults and was wrong in some things (in his case, unmarried mothers women were not top of his pops).  Popularity is transient.  But law deals with eternal things like justice, fairness and human rights.  I will never cease being idealistic and optimistic.  And I don't care who knows it.
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